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CONFIDENTIAL PORT OF SPAIN 0089 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PN, XK, XL, XM, US 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED LATIN AMERICAN DEMARCHE ON THE PANAMA 
CANAL 

1 . WE HAVE LEARNED FROM ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR IN PORT 
OF SPAIN THAT A MOVE IS AFOOT AMONG HEMISPHERE NATIONS 
TO SEND A JOINT APPEAL TO PRESIDENT-ELECT CARTER REGARDING 
NEGOTIATION OF A NEW TREATY RELATIONSHIP WITH PANAMA ON 
THE CANAL. 

2. ACCORDING TO THE AMBASSADOR, COLOMBIA, VENEZUELA AND 
COSTA RICA ARE ALREADY COMMITTED TO THIS PROJECT AND 
OTHER GOVERNMENTS ARE CURRENTLY CONSIDERING THE 
PROPOSAL. 

3. PRESUME DEPARTMENT ALREADY AWARE OF THIS LATIN 
INITIATIVE FROM OTHER SOURCES, BUT IF ADDITIONAL INFO 
NEEDED, WE WILL TRY TO EXPLORE FURTHER WITH THE 
ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR. 
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